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TRANSPORT SUBSIDIES, COUNTRY CITIES AND TOWNS 

2362. Hon John Fischer to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure 

With respect to public transport within country cities and towns, and air transport to country cities and towns 
in 2002-2003, 2003-2004 and 2004-2005 - 

(1) What cities and towns have received or are to receive the benefit of transport subsidies? 

(2) What form of transport subsidies have been provided or are to be provided for each town and city 
identified in (1)? 

(3) What amount was paid or has been budgeted for each town and city identified in (1)? 

Hon KEN TRAVERS replied: 

Insofar as the Public Transport Authority is concerned: 

(1)  In terms of bus services there are two forms of subsidised transport provided in regional areas; a 
number of towns have subsidised town bus services, and beyond this most country centres benefit from 
free school bus services which provide transport to school for children from surrounding areas. Details 
on school bus services and conveyance allowance are provided in response (3) below. The regional 
towns which have specific town bus services are Albany, Bunbury, Busselton, Carnarvon, Collie, 
Dunsborough, Esperance, Geraldton, Kalgoorlie, Karratha, Kununurra, Manjimup, Narrogin and Port 
Hedland. 

Air service subsidies are currently applied to the following routes: 

* Broome - Derby 
* Broome - Port Hedland 
* Broome - Fitzroy Crossing - Halls Creek 
* Perth - Meekatharra - Wiluna 

(2)  Prior to 2004, regional town bus operators were subsidised on a shortfall basis comprising full cost less 
revenue. Fare revenue collected by the operator was retained by the operator. With the introduction of 
the Public Transport Authority Act, with the exception of the bus service in Kalgoorlie, regional town 
bus operators are now paid the full cost of providing the public transport bus service in their locality 
with all fare revenue accruing to the PTA. Kalgoorlie operates under its own legislation (the Eastern 
Goldfields Transport Board Act 1984) and is still paid on a shortfall basis comprising full cost less 
revenue with revenue being retained by the Board in accordance with its legislation.  

Air service subsidies are paid on a shortfall basis.  

(3)  The government subsidy for each regional town bus service is as follows: 
Regional Centre Net of revenue payment Net of revenue payment Estimated net of revenue payment  
   2002/03   2003/04   2004/05 

Albany   555,700   552,900   600,000 
Bunbury   2,153,400   2,421,800   2,770,000 
Busselton   380,900   531,500   585,000 
Carnarvon   8,900   8,900   26,000 
Collie   32,100   32,700   34,000 
Dunsborough  31,000   34,900   36,000 
Esperance   55,600   82,900   99,000 
Geraldton   1,278,600   1,184,000   1,000,000 
Kalgoorlie   648,900   943,800   1,275,000 
Karratha   351,400   328,900   371,000 
Kununurra   14,900   22,500   23,000 
Manjimup   14,600   37,800   31,000 
Narrogin   24,600   24,800   24,000 
Port Hedland  803,600   757,000   900,000 
Total   6,354,200   6,964,400   7,774,000 

Transport assistance to eligible students throughout the State is also provided in the form of a free bus 
service or the payment of a conveyance allowance to a parent or guardian to offset the cost of 
transporting their child to school. The table below shows expenditure by Regional Development 
Commission areas. 

School Bus Contracts 
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Region   02/03   03/04   04/05 (estimate) 

Metro / Peel  $ 15,175,589.49  $ 15,588,772.78  $ 17,418,228.35 
South West  $ 10,591,377.24  $ 10,935,401.54  $ 11,550,489.52 
Great Southern  $ 6,991,145.56  $ 7,274,968.06  $ 7,988,611.12 
Goldfields Esperance $ 2,790,903.19  $ 2,799,713.00  $ 3,017,212.63 
Wheatbelt  $ 16,501,692.56  $ 17,140,668.24  $ 19,288,191.83 
Midwest   $ 3,985,493.79  $ 4,159,934.97  $ 4,700,730.92 
Gascoyne  $ 299,540.33  $ 317,601.34  $ 341,981.98 
Pilbara   $ 987,891.55  $ 1,032,561.91  $ 1,114,568.31 
Kimberley  $ 1,658,340.91  $ 1,731,846.20  $ 1,807,413.02 
    $ 58,981,974.62  $ 60,981,468.04  $ 67,227,427.68 

Conveyance Allowance 

Region   02/03   03/04 

Perth / Peel  $ 435,047.32  $ 442,045.39 
South West  $ 158,697.04  $ 187,487.60 
Great Southern  $ 71,962.95  $ 74,938.57 
Wheatbelt   $ 186,039.39  $ 176,725.91 
Goldfields / Esperance $52,993.02  $ 51,669.86 
Mid West  $ 103,080.93  $ 104,269.69 
Gascoyne  $ 7,900.22  $ 10,572.80 
Pilbara   $ 2,712.47  $ 3,412.66 
Kimberley  $ 44,622.70  $ 53,955.22 
    $  1,063,056.04  $ 1,105,077.70 

The amounts paid or budgeted for the subsidised air services are as follows: 

Route     2002-03  2003-04  2004-05 

Broome-Derby    $161,075 $124,524 $414,186 
Broome-Fitzroy Crossing-Halls Creek $451,362 $481,419  
Broome-Port Hedland-Karratha  $251,225 $144,739 N/A 
Broome-Port Hedland   N/A  N/A  $225,184 
Perth-Meekatharra - Wiluna  $56,926  $122,638 $22,651 

The subsidy provided for Transwa regional train and road coach services between regional centres is 
identified as a community service obligation and is not specific to any particular town in the network of 
over 275 locations. 

In the 2002/03 financial year, the community service obligation subsidy was $17.715 million and in 
the 2003/04 financial year, the community service obligation subsidy was $27.601 million. This figure 
is inclusive of interest, depreciation and capital user charges for new Prospector rail cars and the new 
road coaches. 

 


